CHAPTER II
A  BLIZZARD.
AFTER so many days in the car, we were glad to stop on an open plain about a mile from the town of Yank-ton, where the road ended.
The three^liief considerations for a camp arc wood, water, and good ground. The latter wo had, but we were at some distance from the water, and neither trees nor brushwood were in sight.
The long trains were unloaded of their freight, and the plains about us seemed to swarm with men and horses. I was helped down from the Full man ear, where inlaid woods, mirrors, and plush surrounded tia, to the ground, perfectly bare of every earthly comfort. The other ladies of the regiment went on to the hotel in the town. The general suggested that I should go with them, but I had been in camp so many summers it was not a formidable matter for mo to remain, and fortunately for what followed I did so. The household belongings were gathered together. A family of little new puppies, some half-grown dogs, the cages of mocking-birds and canaries, were all corralled safely in a little stockade made of chests and trunks, arid we set ourselves about making a temporary home. The general and a number of soldiers, composing tho headquarters detail, were obliged to go at once to lay out